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INFECTION CONTROL – OUTBREAK

POLICY:
An outbreak consists of 2 residents exhibiting the same signs and symptoms in the same period of time. An outbreak will be determined by the Director of Care, Infection Control Practitioner, and the Administrator. In the event of an outbreak, the following must take place.

PROCEDURE:
· Notify the Physician.

· Notify the Public Health Unit. They will provide instructions on what samples are required and the quantity required.

· Staff will be directed as to the type of outbreak and the precautions to be followed.

· The Administrator or Director of Care will complete a Critical Incident Report as per the Ministry of Health guidelines.

· Line listing will be completed by the Registered Staff and faxed daily to the Public Health Unit.

· Signs will be placed on all doors to notify visitors of the outbreak and restricted visitation.

· Activities involving volunteers will be determined by the Administrator and/or PHU during the outbreak.

· Department Leaders will notify their staff of the outbreak and the precautions they need to follow.

· No extra precautions are required for housekeeping / laundry and dietary staff unless otherwise directed. Normal laundering in hot water will eliminate the bacteria on clothing. The dishwasher sanitizes all dishes and utensils.
